
Using NOVELNY 

databases to 

engage our 

community



hello!

I am Amy Carpenter

I am the MS/HS Librarian at  Stillwater CSD, 

serving approximately 700 students, grades 6-12.

You can find our library at @scsdmshslibrary and 

email me at amycarpenter@scsd.org.



Promoting Databases
What I’ve tried--what worked, what didn’t...



Email
Sent emails to all staff with 

information about databases we have 

access to





Results



Email
Send emails to staff about specific 

databases related to their content area





Results



Department 
meetings

Visited individual department meetings and spent                                                      

a few minutes showing them a database



Results



Make it easy
Simple access





Results



On the 
Horizon

Even prettier and more user-friendly access





Results



NOVELNY Databases     
in our community



Community

Stillwater 
Elementary

Stillwater 
MS/HS

WSWHE 
BOCES SLS

Stillwater 
Public

Library



Stillwater Elementary



“
Students love opening the database 

and seeing all of the topics that 

are available to them and 

teachers appreciate the citation 

tools.

~Lori, Stillwater Elementary



“
We used Research in Context             

[now Gale in Context Middle School] and   

Kids InfoBits for our Lens of History 

study last year. They were both user 

friendly for my 5th graders. They were 

able to find information on specific 

historical time periods and people. 

~Rebecca, Stillwater Elementary



“
At the elementary level, we use 

Kids Infobits for students to safely 

search for their inquiry topics.                                   

I love using it because I know that 

students are finding accurate 

information that is accessible to 

their individual reading abilities.  

~Lori, Stillwater Elementary



Stillwater MS/HS



“
We use Opposing Viewpoints for 

our nonfiction research papers 

(claim based on their reading).  We 

also have used it when teaching    

Logical Fallacies to help identify 

weaknesses of arguments.  

~Liz, Stillwater MS/HS



“
I love to use Opposing Viewpoints while 

modeling and teaching persuasive 

writing and how to present an 

argument. It's also my go-to site for 

the thesis paper and debates that are 

done in class. There is a wealth of 

information on various issues from 

multiple perspectives. 

~Lisa, Stillwater MS/HS



“
The databases make it easy to 

navigate through the plethora of 

information on any given topic, and 

their features are compatible with 

Google Docs and Noodletools.

~Lisa, Stillwater MS/HS



“
I just used Opposing Viewpoints to 

print articles for my Frankenstein 

unit (ethics of genetic engineering) 

and will be creating a modified 

Regents-style Task 2 based on the 

articles.

~Liz, Stillwater 

MS/HS



210,937
Total number of database hits for the                      

Stillwater 2018-19 school year 



194,828
In our top ten databases

90,000
were NOVELNY databases

~700 users





WSWHE BOCES SLS



“
Many of our classes require 

current event articles…      

General OneFile is used a great 

deal throughout the year.

~Karen, Salem



“



“



2,558,342



1,697,768
in their top ten databases

1,097,786
were NOVELNY databases

~37,700 users
served by the School Library System





Stillwater Public Library



“
...as a public library in a small 

town they want digital movies, 

magazines, music.  Research isn't 

on their list.  When kids come in 

for homework here they seem to 

be working on tasks and not 

really papers.  

~ Sara, Stillwater Public Library



Thanks!

Any questions?

You can find me at

@scsdmshslibrary

amycarpenter@scsd.org



Credits

✘

✘

http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/

